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English 2205
Introduction to Literary Studies
Francine McGregor
3355 Coleman Hall
581-6305
fmcgregor@eiu.edu
Office Hours: MWF 10: 15-11:30IMW2-3 I and by appointment

About the Course
In this course we'll consider some of the questions most fundamental to studying
literature: What is literature, and why do we consider it worth reading? What
questions do we ask as we read, and in what ways do those questions effect how
we read? What, in short, is literary criticism, and where does our practice of it
place us in relation to the texts we study? As we pursue these questions, we 'II also
be compiling a working vocabulary with which to discuss literature and exploring
several of the most influential theoretical approaches informing contemporary
literary criticism. The goals of the course are to introduce you to some of the
practices fundamental to literary study while providing a forum in which you can
experiment with, reflect on, and further develop your own critical perspectives.

Required Texts:
Baker and Huling, A Research Guide for Undergraduate Students. 4th/e
Angela Carter, Wise Children (WCh)
Richter, The Critical Tradition 200/e (CJ)
Richter, Falling Into Theory 200/e (FT)
Edith Wharton, The House of Mirth (HM)
• Materials from 2205-002's web site
(http://nt2.advant.com/kuocgi/ga/mcgregor)
• You should also have access to a grammar book and college level dictionary

Web Site
All the information from this handout will be available on line by the end of the first
week of classes, so even if you lose your hardcopy of the syllabus (not unheard of), you'll
always know what to have prepared for the next class. By Wed., Aug 29th, you need to
have accessed the site and learned your way around it. For the first week and a half,
I'll hand out copies of any reading material not found in the texts required for the course,
but by the middle of the second week, I'll expect you to get the material from the web
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site. If you do not own a computer, please contact Academic Computer Support at 5815171 and set up an appointment to tour the facility and review their policies.

Course Requirements/ Evaluation
1) A midterm and a final exam

30%

2) A group presentation that will include an annotated bibliography and a

handout
10%
3) A short paper (3-4 pages) based on the ideas you contributed to the group
presentation
15%
4) Numerous in and out of class writings. Roughly once a week during the
first nine weeks, I'll ask you to respond in writing to the material we're
reading. You'll write some of these responses during the first ten minutes
of class, and some I' II ask you to prepare beforehand.
* The annotated bibliography and paper proposal for your final essay will be
included in this category.
15%
5) A final paper on a poem of your choosing (5-7 pages).
20%
6) Participation in class discussions.
10%
* If you have extraordinary difficulty speaking in class and are concerned
that you will not be able to meet the participation requirement, please see
me and we'll arrange extra writing assignments. To take this option, you
must meet with me before midterm (Oct. 10th). There will be no
exceptions to this deadline

Policies
1) The reading load for this course is heavy and the material challenging, so mak~

sure you allow yourself plenty of time to complete the assigned reading. Keep in
mind that if you come to class unprepared, you'll be considered absent. On
the less punitive side, class is simply a lot more fun and interesting when you
know what everyone else is talking about and have ideas of your own to
contribute.
2) Much of what you will learn in this course will come from ideas generated in
class discussion and so your presence in (and engagement with) the class are
essential. Except in documented emergencies, four absences will lower your
fmal grade by one full letter. Five or more absences will result in automatic

failure.
3) Assignments must be handed in within the first five minutes of class on the
day they are due unless we have worked out a prior arrangement Work
handed in after that time will lose half a letter grade for each calendar day it is
late. No work will be accepted a week after the deadline.
4) You must complete all work for the course in order to receive a passing grade.
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Plagiarism Policy

The following is the English department's statement concerning plagiarism:
"Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism- 'The appropriation or imitation
of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of
them as one's original work' (Random House Dictionary of the English
Language)-has the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student
an appropriate penalty, up to and including a grade of 'F' for the course, and to
report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office."
While I assume I'll have no need to impose penalties for plagiarism, the ones I consider
appropriate are that the student fail the course and be reported to the Judicial Affairs
Office. If at any point in your writing for this course (or for another, if you like) you're
uncertain about whether you're using sources appropriately, please come and talk to me.

Students with Disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations,
please let me know and please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability
Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.

Syllabus
(I'll notify you in advance of any changes)
Dates mark the day-onwhichwe will be discussing the assigned texts.
Week I:
Mon 2ffh: Course introduction; poetry handout
Wed 22nd: Richter, "Introduction" (FT 1-11 );"The Swan" (handout);
Definitions: enjambment, symbolism, ambiguity (handout)
Fri 24th: Browning, "My Last Duchess;" Donne "The Flea" (handouts)
Definitions: unreliable narrator, metaphor, metonymy
Week2:
Mon 27th: Brooks, "Irony as a Principle of Structure" (CT 757-65);Wimsatt and
Monroe, ''The Intentional Fallacy" (CT748-57)
Definitions: fallacy, irony (handout)
Wed 29th: Foucault "What is an Author" (CT889-900); medieval lyrics (handout)
Fri 31 51: Barthes "The Death of the Author'' (FT253-67); poetry TBA (website)
Week3:
Mon 3n1: Labor Day - No Class
Wed 5th: Fish "How to Recognize a Poem When You See One" (FT268--78);
Dasenbrock, "Do We Write the Text We Read?" (FT278-89);
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Definitions: interpretive community, hermeneutics, formalism (course
website)
Fri 7th: Poetry TBA (website)
Week4:
Mon 10th: Richter "What We Read" (FT 121-136); Said ''The Politics of
Knowledge" (FT 189-98)
Wed 12th: Robinson ''Treason Our Text" (FT 153-66)
Definitions; TBA (website)
Fri 14th: Guillory ''The Canon as Cultural Capital" (FT 218-24)
Week5:
Mon 17th: Richter "How We Read" (FT235-52); review
Wed 19th: Wharton The House of Mirth
Fri 21 sh: Wharton The House of Mirth
Week6:
Mon 24th: Richter "Feminist Literary Criticism" (CT 1345-60); Restuccia ''The
Name of the Lily" (HM 404-18)
Wed 26th: Mulvey "Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema" (CT 1444-53) .
Definitions; TBA (website)
Fri 28th: Richter "Psychoanalytic Theory" (CT 1014-27); Sullivan "The
Daughter's Dilemma" (HM 464-81)
Week7:
Mon 1'1: Richter " Structuralism, Semiotics, and Deconstruction" (CT 809-31)
Wed 3rd: "Norris "Death by Speculation" (HM 431-46)
Fri 5th: Fall Break - No Class
Week 8:
Mon 8th: Richter "New Historicism and Cultural Studies" (CT 1204-21);
Robinson ''The Traffic in Women" (HM 340-58)
Definition: TBA (web site)
Wed 10th: Benstock "Introduction" (HM 3-23); Review
Fri 12th: Mid-term Exam
Week9:
Mon 15th: Richter "Why We Read" (FT 15-30); Graff "Disliking Books at an
Early Age" (FT40-8)
Wed 17th: Carter Wise Children
Fri 19th: Carter Wise Children
Week 10:
Mon 22nd: One+ page discussion of issues that interest you in Wise Children is

due; bibliography is due
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Wed 24th: Presentation groups assigned; discussion of research methods(* bring
Baker and Huling)
Fri 26th: Discussion of using sources
Week 11:
Mon 29th: Continue discussion of research methods/ using sources; Meet in
groups to discuss presentation projects
Wed 31st: Meet in groups to discuss presentation projects
Fri 2 00 : Annotated bibliography is due
Week 12:
Mon 5th: Presentations
Wed 7th: Presentations
Fri 9rh: Presentations
Week 13:
Mon 12th: Presentations
Wed 14th: Bring in the poem you want to work with for your final paper; Paper
proposal is due
Fri 16th: Consultation with me on final papers
Week 14:
Thanksgiving Break - No Classes
Week 15:
Mon 26th: Consultation with me on final papers
Wed 28th: Annotated bibliography is due
Fri 30th: Readings TBA

Week 16:
Mon 3rd: Readings TBA
Wed 5th: Voluntary, informal presentations of final papers
Fri 7th: Review
Final paper is due
You will have a final exam during exam week.

